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Il 10 maggio 2018, l’Assemblea generale delle Nazioni Unite ha adottato a grande maggioranza una 
risoluzione aprendo la strada alle negoziazioni per un Patto mondiale per l’Ambiente. Questo trattato 
internazionale  raggrupperebbe in un testo unico i grandi principi giuridici che guidano l’azione ambientale.  
Da più di trent’anni, la comunità internazionale dei giuristi esorta gli Stati ad adottare un testo di questo tipo, 
dal Rapporto Brundtland di 1987 fino al progetto di Patto dello IUCN di 1995 e al progetto elaborato nel 
2017 da un gruppo di esperti, il quale riunisce un centinaio di giuristi di 40 paesi del Sud, del Nord e di tutte 
le tradizioni giuridiche.  
 
Nel 2015, l’adozione degli obiettivi di sviluppo sostenibile e dell’Accordo di Parigi sul clima ha creato una 
dinamica mondiale nuova a favore della protezione dell’ambiente. Questi testi rappresentano un importante 
passo avanti. Tuttavia, i danni causati all’ambiente persistono e sono più gravi che mai. Gli anni 2017 e 2018 
hanno battuto ogni record in termini di temperature.  La biodiversità continua a peggiorare a gran velocità. 
E’ dunque necessario fare un nuovo passo avanti. Oltre alla questione del clima, è necessario un testo più 
ampio,  che stabilisca i principi guida della governance mondiale dell’ ambiente.  
 
Con il Patto mondiale per l’Ambiente, la comunità internazionale sarebbe dotata per la prima volta di un 
trattato a carattere generale, che coprirebbe tutti i settori dell’ambiente. Pietra miliare del diritto 
internazionale dell’ambiente, il Patto costituirebbe un « umbrella text » permettendo di creare un legame tra 
i vari trattati settoriali esistenti (clima, biodiversità, rifiuti, inquinamento, etc.). Il Patto non intende sostituirsi 
a questi testi. Anzi, punta a completarli e facilitarne l’attuazione. Potrebbe così sia colmare le loro lacune sia 
essere applicato congiuntamente a loro, quando non esiste incompatibilità tra loro, per dargli maggiore 
effettività ed efficacia. 
 
Riguardo al suo contenuto, questo nuovo trattato rifletterebbe i principi condivisi dalla maggior parte delle 
costituzioni nel mondo e riconosciuti da testi internazionali di grande importanza, ma privi di valore giuridico, 
come la Carta mondiale della natura del 1982 o la Dichiarazione di Rio del 1992. Questo Patto sarebbe utile 
a tutti gli attori della governance dell’ambiente, raccogliendo sistematicamente come base minima le 
disposizioni internazionali, costituzionali e legislative già esistenti in molti paesi. In ogni Stato, il legislatore 
troverebbe riferimenti per l'adozione di nuove leggi, più protettive nei confronti dell'ambiente. Le corti 
supreme lo considererebbero come una fonte di ispirazione comune per consolidare, nel contesto di un 
dialogo fra i giudici, le basi per un diritto mondiale dell’ambiente. I cittadini e le ONG vedrebbero rafforzati i 
loro diritti ambientali. Le imprese trarrebbero vantaggio da questa armonizzazione globale delle regole del 
gioco, che promuoverebbe maggiore certezza del diritto e condizioni di concorrenza eque. 
 
Mentre si celebrano i settant'anni della Dichiarazione Universale dei Diritti dell’Uomo del 1948 e 
cinquant'anni dopo l'adozione dei due Patti Internazionali del 1966, uno sui diritti civili e politici e l'altra sui 
diritti economici, sociali e culturali, è giunto il momento di fare un nuovo passo nella storia del diritto 
internazionale. Per questo motivo, chiediamo l'adozione di un terzo Patto che sancirebbe  una nuova 
generazione di principi fondamentali: i diritti e i doveri legati alla protezione dell'ambiente. 

 

Signatories:  

Yann Aguila, President of the Environment Commission of the Club des juristes, Antonio Herman Benjamin, Justice at the National High Court of Brazil, 
Chair of the IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, Laurent Fabius, former President of the COP 21, Bruce Ackerman, Sterling Professor of Law 
and Political Science, Yale Law School, Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Geneva, David Boyd, Professor of Law, 
Policy and Sustainable Development, University of British Columbia, UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment, Lord Robert 
Carnwath, Justice UK Supreme Court, Parvez Hassan, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of Pakistan Chairman Emeritus IUCN World Commission on 
Environmental Law, Marie Jacobsson, former Member of the UN International Law Commission and Special Rapporteur, Donald Kaniaru, former Director 
of Environmental Implementation at UNEP, Swatanter Kumar, former Judge at the Supreme Court of India, former Chairperson of the Indian National 
Green Tribunal, Luc Lavrysen, Judge at the Constitutional Court of Belgium, President of the European forum of Judges for the Environment, Professor of 
Environmental Law, Ghent University,  Pilar Moraga Sariego, Professor at Environmental Law Center of Faculty of Law, University of Chile, Head of the 
Human Dimension research line of the Center for Climate and Resilience Research (CR)2, Tianbao Qin, Professor at the Wuhan University, Secretary 
General of Chinese Society of Environment and Resources Law, Nicholas A. Robinson, Professor at the Elisabeth Haub School of Law, Pace University, 
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Executive Governor, International Council of Environmental Law (ICEL), Jorge E. Vinuales, Harold Samuel Chair of Law and Environmental Policy Fellow of 
C-EENRG Fellow of Clare College, University of Cambridge, Chairman of the Compliance Committee of the UNECE/WHO-Europe Protocol on Water and 
Health, Margaret Young, Associate Professor, Melbourne Law School, Pauline Abadie, Lecturer, University Paris Saclay, Domenico Amirante, Full Professor 
of  Comparative Law and Environmental Law, Director of the PhD School in Human Sciences, University “Luigi Vanvitelli”, Marisol Angles Hernandez, Full-
time researcher at the National Autonomous University of Mexico, Institute for Legal Research, Dr. Virginie Barral, Associate Professor in International 
Law, University of Hertfordshire, Mishig Batsuuri, Presiding Justice of Chamber for Administrative Cases, The Supreme Court of Mongolia, Ben 
Boer, Distinguished Professor, Research Institute of Environmental Law, Wuhan University, Emeritus Professor, University of Sydney, former Deputy 
Chair, IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law (2012-2016), Klaus Bosselmann, Professor, University of Auckland, Chair, IUCN World Commission 
on Environmental Law Ethics Specialist Group, Chair, Ecological Law and Governance Association, Simone Borg, Legal Expert in International Law, 
President of the Institute for Climate Change and Sustainable Development, Head of the Department of Environmental and Resources Law, Professor of 
International Law, University of Malta, Ioana Botezatu, International Civilian - Environmental Safety, Michael Bothe, Professor Emeritus of Public Law, J.W. 
Goethe University Frankfurt/Main, former President, European Environmental Law Association, former Vice-Chair, IUCN Commission for Environmental 
Law, former Secretary General, German Society for Environmental Law, Thomas Boudreau, Ph.D. Interdisciplinary Professor Salisbury University Maryland, 
Edith Brown Weiss, Francis Cabell Brown Professor of International Law, Georgetown Law, Soukaina Bouraoui, Director of the Centre of Arab Women for 
Training & Research, Stefano Burchi, Chairman of the Executive Council International Association for Water Law, Mingde Cao, Professor at the China 
University of Political Science and Law, Joëlle Casanova, former Director of legal and administrative affairs, Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, 
Fernando Carillo Florez, Inspector Attorney General of Colombia, Nathalie Chalifour, Associate Professor, Center for Environmental Law and Global 
Sustainability, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Leila Chikhaoui,  Professor of Public Law, University of Tunis, Member of the Tunisian provisional 
Constitutional court, Dino Bellorio Clabot, Dean of the University of Belgrano, Professor of Environmental Law, Sarah H. Cleveland, Louis Henkin Professor 
of Human and Constitutional Rights, Columbia Law School, Marie-Anne Cohendet, Constitutional expert, Professor of Public Law, Sorbonne Law School, 
University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Bradly Condon, Professor, Autonomous Technological Institute of Mexico (ITAM), founding Director of the Centre 
of International Economic Law, Carina Costa De Oliveira, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Brasilia, Neil Craik, Associate Professor of Law, University 
of Waterloo, Luca D’Ambrosio, Research Fellow at the Collège de France, Peter Darak, President of the Curia of Hungary, Pierre D’Argent, Professor of 
international law, Catholic University of Louvain, Associate Member of the Institute of International Law, Carlos De Miguel Perales, Lawyer, Professor, 
Faculty of Law, Pontificia Comillas University (ICADE), Madrid, Olivier De Schutter, Professor, Catholic University of Louvain and the College of Europe, 
Member of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Maria Del Pilar Garcia Pachon, director, Department of Environmental 
Law Universidad Externado de Colombia, Dr. Bharat H. Desai, Professor of International Law, Chair in International Environmental Law, Chairman, Center 
for International Legal Studies, University of Jawaharlal Nehru, Leila Devia, Professor of Environmental Law, Universities of Salvador and of Buenos Aires, 
Director of the Basel Regional Center in South America, Stéphane Doumbé-Billé, Professor, University of Jean-Moulin Lyon, Geneviève Dufour, Professor 
at the University of Sherbrooke, President of the Quebec International Law Society, President of the francophone network for International Law, 
Wolfgang Durner, Professor, Institute for Public Law, University of Bonn, Leslie-Anne Duvic Paoli, Lecturer, The Dickson Poon School of Law, King's 
College London, Jonas Ebbesson, Professor of Environmental Law, Director Stockholm Environmental Law and Policy Centre, Department of Law, 
Stockholm University, Daniel C. Esty, Hillhouse Professor of Environmental Law & Policy, Yale University, Alexandre Faro, Lawyer at the Paris Bar, Michael 
Faure, Professor of Comparative and International Environmental Law, Maastricht University, Professor of Comparative Private Law and Economics, 
Institute of Law and Economics (RILE), Erasmus University, Rotterdam, Wahid Ferchichi, Associate Professor of Law, University of Carthage, Rosario 
Ferrara, Professor, LUISS University, Roma, Liz Fisher, Professor of Environmental Law, Faculty of Law & Corpus Christi College, University of Oxford, Dan 
Galpern, Attorney at law, Eugene, Oregon, Patrícia Galvão Teles, Member of the UN International Law Commission, Professor of International Law at the 
Autonomous University of Lisbon, Senior Legal Consultant on International Law at the Legal Department of the Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Maria Gavouneli, Associate Professor of International Law, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, Jan Glazewski, Professor in the Institute of 
Marine and Environmental Law, University of Cape Town, former Advisor to the Minister of Environmental Affairs, Juan Manuel Gomez Robledo, member 
of the UN International Law Commission, Jenny Hall, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Johannesburg, Paule Halley, Professor, Lawyer, Canada 
Research Chair in Environmental Law, Faculty of Law, Laval University, Quebec, Delphine Hedary, former Head of the preparation of the Environmental 
Charter, former President of the General Assembly for the Modernization of Environmental Law, Joel Hernandez, Member of the Inter American 
Commission on Human Rights, Isabel Hernandez San Juan, Professor of Administrative Law Carlos III de Madrid University, Davide Jr. Hilario G., former 
Chief Justice of the Philippines, former Permanent Representative  to the United Nations in New York, Angel Horna, Peruvian diplomat and public 
international lawyer, Harold Hongju Koh, Sterling Professor of International Law, Yale Law School, former Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of State (2009-
2013), Océni Hounkpatin Amoussa, Jurist in Environmental Law, President of the African Jurists for the Environment Association, Maria Ivanova, Associate 
Professor of Global Governance and Director, Center for Governance and Sustainability at John McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies, 
University of Massachusetts Boston, Maria Magdalena Kenig-Witkowska, Professor of legal sciences, University of Warsaw, Yann Kerbrat, Professor, 
Sorbonne Law School, University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Director of the Sorbonne Research Institute of International and European Law, Louis J. 
Kotze, Research Professor North-West University, South Africa, Marie Curie Research Fellow, University of Lincoln, United Kingdom, Pascale 
Kromarek,  Lawyer, Sophie Lavallée, Professor, Lawyer, Faculty of Law, Laval University, Quebec, Marja-Liisa Lehto, member of the UN International Law 
Commission, Special Rapporteur on Protection of the environment in relation to armed conflicts, Qingbao Li, Professor, University of North China Electric 
Power, Ibrahima Ly, Associate Professor of Public Law and Political Science, Director of the Laboratory for Studies and Research in Politics, Environmental 
and Health Law, Faculty of Juridical and Political Sciences, University Cheikh Anta Diop Dakar, Sébastien Mabile, Lawyer, Doctor of Law, President of the 
Law and Environmental Policies Commission of IUCN France, Luis Fernando Macias Gomez, Environmental Law Attorney, President of the Colombian 
Institute of Environmental Law and Sustainable Development,  Sandrine Maljean-Dubois, Research Director at CNRS, Director of the mixed research unit 
International, Comparative and European Law, Professor of International Law, University of Aix-Marseille, Gilles J. Martin,  Professor Emeritus, University 
Côte d’Azur, CNRS, GREDEG, Benoit Mayer, Assistant Professor, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Makane Moïse Mbengue, Associate Professor of 
International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Geneva, Mohamed Ali Mekouar, Vice-President of the International Center for Comparative Environmental 
Law, Shinya Murase, Member and Special Rapporteur of the UN International Law Commission, Bouchra Nadir, Professor, Mohammed V University of 
Rabat, Martin Ndende, Professor, University of Nantes, Senior Legal Advisor at the UN, Laurent Neyret, Professor, University of Versailles Paris Saclay, 
Nilufer Oral, Professor, Faculty of Law, Istanbul Bilgi University, Member of the UN International Law Commission, Hermann E. Ott, Professor, Head of the 
ClientEarth Berlin Office, Hassan Ouazzani Chahdi, member of the UN International Law Commission, Luciano Parejo Alfonso, Administrative Law 
Professor Emeritus Carlos III de Madrid University, Teresa Parejo Navajas, Associate Professor of Law Carlos III de Madrid University, Senior Advisor UN 
SDSN, Cymie Payne, Associate Professor, Rutgers University, Alain Pellet, Professor Emeritus, University Paris Nanterre, former Chairperson, UN 
International Law Commission, President, French Society for International Law, Member, Institute of International Law, Amedeo Postiglione, Judge, 
Director of the International Court of the Environment Foundation, Michel Prieur, President of the International Center for Comparative Environmental 
Law, Fabienne Quillere Majzoub, Professor,  IODE-CNRS UMR 6262, University of Rennes 1, Lavanya Rajamani, Professor, Centre for Policy Research, 
New Delhi, Rama S. Rao, former Director of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Yvan Razafindratandra, Environmental Affairs Advisor, 
Vincent Reberyrol, Professor of Law, EM Lyon Business School, Eckard Rehbinder, Professor Emeritus of economic and environmental law, Research 
Centre for Environmental Law, Goethe University Frankfurt, former member and chair of the German Advisory Council on the Environment, former 
Regional Governor of the International Council of Environmental Law (ICEL), José Luis Rey Pérez, Ph. D. Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of 
Pontificia Comillas, Madrid, Carol Rose, Gordon Bradford Tweedy Professor Emeritus of Law and Organization, Professorial Lecturer in Law, Yale Law 
School, Susan Rose-Ackerman, Henry R. Luce Professor of Law and Political Science, Emerita, Yale Law School, Montserrat Rovalo Otero, Professor of 
Environmental Law, National Autonomous University of Mexico, Douglas A. Ruley, General Counsel, ClientEarth, Gilberto Saboia, Member of the UN 
International Law Commission, Lisa Sachs, Director, Columbia Center on Sustainable Investment, Columbia Law School, James Salzman, Bren Distinguished 
Professor of Environmental Law, UCLA Law School, Borja Sánchez Barroso, Professor, University of Pontificia Comillas, Madrid, Dr. Meinhard Schröder, 
Professor, Institute for Environmental and Technology Law, Trier University, Tullio Scovazzi, Professor of International Law, University of Milan-Bicocca, 
Tim Stephens, Professor of International Law and ARC Future Fellow, University of Sydney Law School, Marcin Stoczkiewicz, Senior Lawyer, Head of 
Central & Eastern Europe, ClientEarth, Hennie Strydom, Professor, University of Johannesburg, President of the South African Branch of the International 
Law Association (ILA), Sophie Thériault, Associate Professor, Civil Law Section, University of Ottawa, Patrick Thieffry, Lawyer at the Paris and New York 
Bars, Associate Professor at the Sorbonne Law School, James Thornton, Founding CEO of ClientEarth, Amado Jr. Tolentino, Professor of Environmental 
Law, Philippines, François-Guy Trebulle, Professor, University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Director of the Sorbonne Law School, Eduardo Valencia Ospina, 
Chair, International Law Commission of the United Nations, Canfa Wang, Professor at the China University of Political Science and Law, Director of the 
Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims (CLAPV), Gerd Winter, Research Professor for Environmental Law Research Unit for European 
Environmental Law (FEU), University of Bremen, Guillerma Yanguas Montero, Spanish Judge, Doctor in Law, Jinfeng Zhou, Secretary General of China 
Biodiversity Conservation and Green Development Foundation, Vice Chairman of World Green Design Organization.  
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